COCKPIT HOUSE:
34 CHURCH STREET,
PRESCOT
Applications sought for a leaseholder who will operate and
manage this beautiful building as a workspace for creative
and maker industries.
Be part of the cultural development of Prescot.

OUR VISION
In times past if you were buying a watch
mechanism, ship’s chronometer or hand tool
that had been made in Prescot you knew you
were buying quality, precision, and durability as
the town was famous for its skilled workforce.
This workforce operated from cottage
workshops handing skills down from generation
to generation. It was even dubbed ‘the little
town of workshops’ due to there being hundreds
of such enterprises in Prescot.
Our vision is to create a twenty-first century
revival of this local tradition: managed
workspaces for new and small businesses in the
creative, maker, craft and digital industries. Our
chosen location is Cockpit House, a beautiful
Grade II listed Georgian townhouse next door to
The Shakespeare North Playhouse, a theatre
and cultural venue which will open its doors to
the world in summer 2022.
Knowsley Council is seeking to enter a long-term
lease with an organisation or individual who will
operate and manage Cockpit House as a
workspace for creative and maker industries
with accessibility for the public to shop and/or
attend events, workshops and classes.
The Prescot High Street Heritage
Action Zone (HSHAZ)
The HSHAZ is a £3.1 million four-year heritage led
regeneration scheme joint funded by Historic
England and Knowsley Council.
The scheme will see major investment into a
number of projects including the restoration and
reuse of the former Prescot Picture Palace on
Kemble Street, masterplanning of the vacant
Kemble Street/ Sewell Street site, and grants for
repair and restoration of privately owned buildings
centred on Market Place and Eccleston Street.
Cockpit House is one of the scheme’s two key
Projects.
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SPECIFICATIONS AND
POTENTIAL
The building occupies a corner site
along Church Street and High Street.
The building is set over three floors,
in addition to a partially accessible
basement. The overall space is 629m²,
with 245m² at ground floor.
History of Cockpit House
Cockpit House was built in 1774, as a particularly
large and grand local example of a townhouse in
what was one of the higher status areas of
Prescot on the fringe of the medieval town. The
building of 1774 replaced an earlier Cockpit
house on the site. The name refers to there
being a cockpit – a venue for cockfights and the
associated gambling – on the site from the
medieval periods. The cockpit drew in gamblers
from far and wide and was one of very few in
Lancashire; it also formed part of the attractions
during the town’s fayres.
Research suggests that a 16th century cockpit
constructed of either stone or timber was
located in the curtilage of the house. This means
the cockpit will have existed at the same time as
the Playhouse in Prescot, built in the 1590s and
the earliest example of its kind outside of
London.
Cockpit House was converted from a house into
a bank in 1869 as a branch for the Warrington
based Parr’s Banking Company, with the ground
floor converted to a banking hall with two large
walk in safes, and the upper floors possibly used
at the manager's accommodation, or more
probably offices and a caretaker's flat.
Parr’s Bank gained important acquisitions of
other banks in London and the Midlands before
a further merger in the mid 20th century led to
the formation of the modern-day National

Westminster Bank. The NatWest Bank moved to
a purpose-built building on Eccleston Street
around 1980.
In 1982 the building was reopened as the
Prescot Museum which later moved location
into the Prescot Shopping Centre in 2010. The
building was designated as a Grade II listed
building in 1984 due to its special architectural
and historic interest.
Potential
As part of the Prescot High Street Heritage
Action Zone the exterior of the building will be
repaired and restored. Conservation-accredited
architects Purcell have been appointed to lead
on the sensitive external repair and restoration
of the late 18th century building.
In terms of its heritage value, Listed Building
Consent would be required to undertake
alterations to the inside and outside of the
building. Internally the building retains some
internal features of interest such as the original
staircase, remnants of the original layout,
including chimneybreasts, and survival features
such as the plaster cornices and timber window
shutters.
There is scope for the building to be improved
and enlarged to the south of the site, which is
currently occupied by 1960s and 1970s
extensions, subject to planning consents. This
could house additional services or provide
additional space (now or in the future).
There is a small rear yard space and the
possibility for amenity space, together with rear
access.
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THE OPPORTUNITY
OUR OFFER TO YOU AS THE
LEASEHOLDER:
A twenty-five-year lease in a prime location.
A beautiful, distinctive Grade II Listed Building,
with excellent natural light and high ceilings,
that will be repaired and restored externally by
Spring 2022 via the Prescot High Street Heritage
Action Zone (HSHAZ).
A financial contribution towards your internal
alterations to the building, using HSHAZ funding
to facilitate its new use as a workspace for
creative and maker industries.
A town with a strong cultural sector that will be
further energised by the opening of The
Shakespeare North Playhouse, the Borough of
Culture in 2022, and the revival of the former
Prescot Picture Palace via the HSHAZ.
WHAT WE WOULD REQUIRE FROM
YOU AS THE LEASEHOLDER:
An upfront financial commitment to complete
the internal alterations and fit-out works, with
works commencing no later than Sept 2022.
For you to take on all utilities, fees and
overheads associated with the operation of
Cockpit House.
For you to attract and manage all tenants within
the building, with operation of the space
commencing no later than April 2023.
Commitment to operating the building on an
economically viable basis.
To keep the building vibrant through there being
plenty of tenant businesses and member of
public visiting the building.
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PRESCOT’S CULTURAL
REVIVAL
Prescot’s 15th century coat of arms
bears the Latin motto “floreat
Prescotia” or “Let Prescot Flourish”.
With the Shakespeare North
Playhouse opening in 2022 plus
eleven new independent bars and
restaurants opening recently, and
numerous public spaces and buildings
being carefully restored, Prescot is
set to flourish again.
The regeneration of Prescot town centre will build
on the existing heritage, culture, and leisure offers.
The vision, shared by Knowsley Council and
Historic England via the High Street Heritage
Action Zone, is to use the town's heritage as a
resource to enrich people's lives. It will support
the local economy and help the town adapt from a
traditional retail-based town centre to one with a
more diverse offer that includes culture, leisure,
and experiences.
In total, The Shakespeare North Playhouse, private
investment, Prescot Connects public realm, the
High Street Heritage Action Zone, the Liverpool
City Region Borough of Culture, and the Prescot
Townscape Heritage Initiative are investing circa
£50 million in Prescot.

Artist’s Impression of The Shakespeare North Playhouse

Significant investments, developments and leisure
attractions in Prescot include:
The Shakespeare North Playhouse, a theatre and
cultural centre, opening in Summer 2022.
- 300-380 seat theatre, with a 60-seat studio
facility, an outdoor performance garden,
exhibition spaces, and various spaces for
education and visitors
- 100,000 additional visitors to the area,
across the UK and internationally
- Expected to add an estimated £5.3 million
p/a to the local economy
- A diverse cultural programme of live
theatre and performance, with touring
companies as well as local productions.
The former Prescot Picture Palace, a soon to be
restored and reused Grade II listed original cinevariety house.
A fast-developing evening culture, with eleven
independent bars and eateries opening since late
2018 with five more due to open in 2021.

Prescot will be a vibrant leisure and culture
destination. The managed makerspace is a
fantastic opportunity with huge potential to add to
the town centre and the wider area.
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Cockpit House

Former Prescot Picture
Palace

PRESCOT
Close to the M57 and M62.

COCKPIT HOUSE

Approximately 8 miles east of Liverpool, 20
minutes drive or 25 minute train ride.

Ideally situated in the heart of the historic town,
close to the bars and restaurants of Eccleston
Street.

Approximately 27 miles west of Manchester, 30minute drive or 40 minute train ride.

Located within a stone’s throw of The
Shakespeare North Playhouse.

Prescot Station is a 15 minutes walk from Cockpit
House. Substantial improvements to the station
facilities and its car park were completed in 2021.

Bus stop and bus station located less than 50
metres from the front door.

Immediate population circa 18,000.5

CLOSING DATE FOR
APPLICATIONS:
| A UNIQUE MAKERSPACE OPPORTUNITY
6 15.11.2021

To find out more
about this exciting
opportunity visit:
www.the-chest.org.uk

