PRESCOT
PICTURE PALACE:
A UNIQUE CINEMA
OPPORTUNITY
Create a 21st century, local cinema within a
much-loved historic building. Be part of the
cultural development of Prescot.

PRESCOT’S
CULTURAL REVIVAL
Prescot’s 15th century coat of
arms bears the Latin motto
“floreat Prescotia” or “Let
Prescot Flourish”. With the
Shakespeare North Playhouse
opening in 2022 plus eleven
new independent bars and
restaurants opening recently,
and numerous public spaces
and buildings being carefully
restored, Prescot is set to
flourish again.

The regeneration of Prescot Town Centre will build
on the existing heritage, culture and leisure offers.
The vision, shared by Knowsley Council and Historic
England via the High Street Heritage Action Zone,
is to use the town’s heritage as a resource to enrich
people’s lives. It will support the local economy and
help the town adapt from a traditional retail-based
town centre to one with a more diverse offer that
includes culture, leisure and experiences.
In total, the Shakespeare North Playhouse, private
investment, Prescot Connects public realm, the High
Street Heritage Action Zone, the Liverpool City Region
Borough of Culture and the Prescot Townscape
Heritage Initiative are investing circa £50m in Prescot.
Opened in 1912, the Prescot Picture Palace is the
single largest project of the High Street Heritage
Action Zone. Its landmark façade and barrel-ceilinged
auditorium survive substantially intact with 120 of the
original cinema seats still in place.

Artist’s impression of the Shakespeare North Playhouse
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Eccleston Street before and after renovation of the pedestrian paving, shopfronts and signage.

Significant investments, developments and leisure
attractions in Prescot include:
Shakespeare North Playhouse, a theatre and
cultural centre, opening in 2022.
•	300-380 seat theatre, with a 60 seat studio facility,
an outdoor performance garden, exhibitions
spaces and various spaces for education and
visitors
•	100,000 additional visitors to the area, across the
UK and internationally
•	Adding an estimated £5.3 million p/a to the local
economy
•	A diverse cultural programme of live theatre
and performances for Shakespeare and much
more, with touring companies as well as local
productions.
Knowsley Safari Park, 1 mile from Prescot town
centre, recorded over 600,000 visits in 2019.

© Steve Samosa

A fast developing evening culture with eleven
independent bars and eateries opening since late
2018 with five more due to open in 2021, post COVID.
Confidence remains strong in this sector for Prescot.
A repair, restore and reuse programme for many
of the historic buildings and street.
1,600 new homes are being built around the town,
less than 5 minutes’ drive from the centre.
Repurposing of the museum as managed
workspace for small businesses in the creative,
craft and digital sector.
Prescot will be a vibrant leisure and culture
destination. The Prescot Picture Palace is a sleeping
giant with huge potential to add to the town centre
and the area.

© THE BIG PICTURE CINEMA ADVISORS LTD.
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PRESCOT

THE CINEMA

Close to the M57 and M62.

Ideally situated in the heart of the town, close to
the bars and restaurants of Eccleston Street and
Shakespeare North Playhouse.

Approximately 8 miles east of Liverpool,
20 minute drive or 25 minute train ride.
Approximately 27 miles West of Manchester
30 minute drive or 40 minute train ride.
Railway station is 10 minutes’ walk from the site.
Currently undergoing substantial improvements
and upgrading.
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Also nearby is The Cables Shopping Centre: 2 million
visits p/a. Tesco, Marks and Spencer Food Hall, TK Maxx
and McDonalds and more.
Cinema catchment of up to 276,000 based on a previous
study. Immediate population circa 18,000.

SPECIFICATIONS
AND POTENTIAL
The overall space is circa 1022
sq.m. The main auditorium of
the existing cinema building
is approximately 250m2 and
contains 160 seats at present
though this can easily be
increased. As part of the High
Street Heritage Action Zone
funded restoration scheme,
the balcony that was partdemolished in the 1980s will
be reinstated, providing
additional seating capacity.
Critically there is scope for the cinema to be improved
and enlarged to increase the existing auditorium seating
capacity, F&B and other services, or to have additional
space (now or in the future) for additional screens and
facilities in an extension. If it is a future requirement,
the land for the extension can be landscaped and
safeguarded.

The Prescot Picture Palace stands at one corner of
a 0.75 hectare site that will be master planned for
redevelopment as part of the High Street Heritage
Action Zone. The cinema will be integrated into this
mixed-use scheme that will include food and beverage
units and over 50 new town centre dwellings.
Council backing
As part of a wider regeneration programme funded
by Historic England and the Council, Knowsley
Metropolitan Borough Council recognise and appreciate
the historic and architectural values of the building
– inside and out. Using conservation-accredited
architects, KMBC plan to sensitively sustainably restore
and adapt the building for use as a 21st century cinema.
For them, the cinema as a cornerstone of the town
centre’s cultural and leisure offer, complementing the
Shakespeare North Playhouse.

© THE BIG PICTURE CINEMA ADVISORS LTD.
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ARTIST IMPRESSION
OF THE EXTERNAL
RENOVATIONS

CLOSING DATE FOR
EXPRESSIONS OF
INTEREST: 30.04.21

Whilst previous experience of running a cinema is
beneficial we are looking for enthusiastic owner/
operator, with a vision to bring this historic building to
life and create a sustainable business that will serve
the Prescot community and interact with the other
local cultural offers.

C O NT A C T

John Sullivan
John.Sullivan@the-bigpicture.com
+447786 013 702

