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Bus route saved!
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nd a somewhat belated happy
new year to all our residents.
2020 has started with a bang here
in Knowsley in what has probably
been the busiest start to the year I
have experienced during my time as a
councillor.
In just the first few months of the
year we have seen major progress on
some of our biggest developments,
welcomed support from acting
royalty and officially confirmed our
action on climate change.
Alongside all of this, we have
also been working to balance our
budget after ten years of austerity.
I am pleased to say that with sound
financial management not only have

The 61 bus route - which takes
passengers from Liverpool City
Centre, through Knowsley and on
to Halton - has been saved after
the company running the service
collapsed.
Working alongside City Region Metro
Mayor Steve Rotheram, Knowsley
Council swiftly took action to try
and protect this service, which is so
valuable to many residents.
Cllr Graham Morgan, Leader of
Knowsley Council who led the
discussions with the Combined
Authority and transport providers
said,

we been able to do this, but we
have also been able to allocate
£14.5m for new investments in the
coming year. And that’s alongside
the additional £12m we had to find
to cover inflationary increases and
rising costs of social care. It has not
been an easy task and with ongoing
uncertainties around future funding
we are not complacent enough to
think the challenge is over.
But for now, I invite you to read
about these investments and much
more in this latest edition. I hope
you enjoy it.

Cllr Graham Morgan
Leader of Knowsley Council

Having access to reliable public transport is a
key priority for our residents and something that
we know is so important for the future here in
Knowsley. As soon as we became aware of the
situation we began discussions immediately and
thankfully, working with the Combined Authority
and Arriva, we were able to find a solution.
This is great news for our residents and I am so
pleased that our decisive action paid off.

A budget which prioritises investment – and makes no further
cuts – was agreed by Knowsley Council this month.
After losing £100m from its
Government funding over the past
decade – more than half of its total
– Knowsley was the hardest hit
borough in the UK by austerity.
But the Council meeting was told
Knowsley had ‘chosen to fight’ – by
prioritising growth in the borough. A
house building programme has raised
millions of pounds in extra Council Tax to
fund local services. Meanwhile, bringing
new businesses into the borough –
and supporting existing businesses
to expand – has not only generated
additional Business Rates for the council,
but created thousands of jobs for local
people too.
Knowsley’s budget for 2020/21 will
see investment of £26m ploughed into
local services – whilst work continues on
major projects including the Shakespeare

North Playhouse, Kirkby Town Centre
and Halsnead Garden Village.

Cllr Jayne Aston, Cabinet Member for
Resources, said,

Where will the investment go?
• Protecting vulnerable residents;
• Tackling the Climate Change 		
Emergency;
• Improving the borough’s environment;
• Delivering vibrant town centres;
• Driving the borough’s inclusive growth;
and
• Sustaining and transforming key 		
services

We can be extremely proud of the
position we are in today – which has
not happened by accident.
Thanks to robust and sound financial
management, and an inclusive
growth agenda, we find ourselves in
a position where we no longer need
to cut, but can now invest.
It is a staggering achievement.

In setting the budget, councillors
acknowledged that future funding
remained uncertain, with details of the
Government’s new funding model still
unclear. It therefore agreed that Council
Tax be increased in line with Government
expectations – an additional 2% for adult
social care plus 1.99% to cover inflation
and increased demand on services.

You can find out more about the
investments on www.knowsleynews.co.uk
or by searching #budgetfightback on
social media.

Knowsley’s Crime and Communities
team was launched in September last
year thanks to an investment of £1.3m
from Knowsley Council. In just six
months, the team is already making a
positive impact out and about within
communities across the borough.

With the number of Coronavirus cases increasing
nationally, there are simple steps you can take to help
prevent the spread of infection. Always carry a tissue
to catch coughs and sneezes and then bin the tissue.
Regularly wash your hands (for at least 20 seconds) with
soap and water to kill germs when you get home or into
work, when you blow your nose, sneeze or cough or
when you eat or handle food. For the latest updates on
Coronavirus, visit www.gov.uk

As well as visiting homes and meeting
with residents, vital community
intelligence is being passed on to the
police. This has resulted in six warrants
being executed and the recovery of
a large quantity of illegal drugs, cash
and a stolen motorbike.
If you are experiencing anti-social
behaviour or are a victim of a crime,
you are encouraged to report this to
Merseyside Police via 101 or online
here - www.merseyside.police.uk

www.knowsleynews.co.uk
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Community growing charity
Incredible Edible has launched
their newest project at Activate
- an education and vocational
training centre for adults with
learning difficulties and
disabilities, based at the
Bracknell Centre in Kirkby.
Following a community consultation
at the start of the year, the new
project is now up and running with
the support of staff and young
people at Activate. As with the
projects at Court Hey Park and
King George IV playing fields, the
community garden is available to
anyone who wishes to volunteer,
support the charity and learn how
to grow fruit and vegetables to
benefit the local community and
help eradicate food poverty.
Find out more about how to
get involved at
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Work is now well underway on the new 94,000 sq ft retail development in
Kirkby town centre.
Along with the 45,000 sq ft
Morrisons superstore, the site will
include a petrol station, car parking,
a new store for Home Bargains, and
a drive-through KFC restaurant.
The foundations are due to be laid
in the Spring, followed by structural
steelwork soon after.
The development will lead to nearly
500 new jobs being created in Kirkby,
alongside 278 construction jobs
during the building phase. It will
help to create a £15.3m boost to the
local economy each year.

Councillor Graham Morgan, Leader
of Knowsley Council, said,
It became clear last year
that Kirkby would only get the
retail development it had been
promised for years by the private
sector if the council stepped
in and took control. So that is
exactly what we have done and
I hope that our communities
are pleased that work started
only a matter of weeks after we
completed the acquisition!
Good progress is also being made
on plans to deliver a cinema scheme,
including food and drink outlets,
on the former Kirkby Library site on
Newtown Gardens.
The council has also purchased the
Knowsley Community College site on
Cherryfield Drive, so that the college
can move into premises in the heart
of the town centre.

You can keep up-to-date with the latest news on
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Mike Harden and Cllr Graham Morgan from Knowsley
Council join Metro Mayor Steve Rotheram and
Rt Hon Sir George Howarth on-site.

www.knowsley.gov.uk

It has been a fantastic start to
the year for the project that is
working to complete the UK’s
Shakespearean triangle right here
in Knowsley. The Shakespeare
North Playhouse in Prescot is now
under construction with the site
now boasting a huge 190 ft crane.
Alongside the physical work on
site the Playhouse received a
further boost in January as Dame
Judi Dench confirmed her support
for the project and for Prescot.
Dame Judi, who is a Patron of the
Shakespeare North Trust, attended
a recent event at the Houses of
Parliament where VIP guests from
the world of theatre and arts and
prominent politicians were updated
on this major cultural project.
Dame Judi said,
As a long standing supporter
I am thrilled to see such positive
progress being made and the
support that is clearly evident.
My own career was inspired by
visits to the theatre in Stratfordupon-Avon as a child and I think it is
wonderful to imagine today’s young
people being inspired in the same
way. This project will be much more
than ‘just’ a theatre and its impact
will be seen for generations
to come.

Meanwhile in Prescot, construction
of the Shakespeare North Playhouse
is well underway and the crane,
which will be on site for 65 weeks,
will be doing some heavy lifting,
including the main steel roof trusses
for the building, each weighing close
to 10 tons.

The opening of the theatre in 2022
will coincide with Knowsley’s year
as Liverpool City Region Borough of
Culture.
Support this project by visiting
www.shakespearenorthplayhouse.co.uk

Once built, the Shakespeare North
Playhouse, which is modelled
on the cockpit-in-court design of
the 17th century, will complete a
Shakespearean triangle – London,
Stratford-Upon-Avon and Prescot.
The venue will host high profile
Shakespearean drama as well as a
variety of comedy, music and theatre
performances.
Attracting people from around the
globe, it is expected to welcome
more than 140,000 visitors per year.
The Shakespeare North Playhouse is
already creating a real excitement in
the world of theatre and performing
arts with a number of recognisable
faces supporting the project. They
include Knowsley actor Josh Bolt,
screenwriter Frank Cottrell-Boyce
and Lady Anne Dodd, the wife of the
late Sir Ken Dodd, whose generous
donation from the Ken Dodd
Charitable Trust will create
the outdoor performance garden.

Knowsley Better Together is a new way of working more closely than ever with each other, our neighbours,
communities and local businesses for the benefit of the borough. It is based on the simple principle that by working
together, we can achieve more.
As residents, you are crucial to these efforts and to supporting the council, its partners and importantly each other.
To help everyone better understand what Knowsley Better Together is all about, you can visit Halewood, Huyton, Kirkby or Prescot
libraries from 16 March and take part in a short multi-media experience – The Journey. Enjoy!

www.knowsleynews.co.uk

It’s been another busy few months in Huyton Village Centre. New businesses
are establishing themselves, shop front improvements are continuing and more
funding secured for future enhancements.
The latest new arrival on Derby Road is
Tapas Bar, El Pueblo. Already proving
popular with customers, the restaurant
is a welcome addition to the village
centre alongside The Coffee House
which opened just before Christmas.
Work is also progressing well on
Common (the former NatWest Bank)
which will open as a new cocktail bar
and pizzeria.
In just 12 months, the council has
worked with businesses and landlords
to deliver three phases of the Huyton
shop front improvement scheme. This
has resulted in 13 properties now
transformed with a contemporary
make over. Five empty units have been
brought back into use and 25 new jobs
have been created. Investment will
continue in 2020, as more shop front
improvements are planned.

In addition, the council has
been selected to work with the
Government’s High Streets Task Force
on strengthening its development plans
for Huyton. Task Force experts will be
visiting Huyton later this month to
review plans for the village centre and
provide expert feedback.
Huyton has also benefited from the
Metro Mayor’s £1m Town Centres Fund
which will be used to support more
events in the village centre, innovative
uses of empty shops including a pop-up
cinema.
You can keep up-to-date with the
latest Huyton news on
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

George Bleasedale, aged
94 years, from Huyton was
recently awarded France’s
highest order of merit, the
Legion of Honour, for his
role in 1944’s D-Day
landings more than
75 years after the
historic event.

A mobile health screening bus will be
touring Knowsley from Monday, 16 March
through to Friday, 27 March 2020.
The bus will be staffed by health
professionals and will offer a range of
health screening tests and health advice
around alcohol (and healthy livers), carbon
monoxide and blood pressure.
No appointment is needed, just drop-in
– find out when and where the bus will be
on www.knowsleynews.co.uk

www.knowsley.gov.uk

George, who served
in the Royal Navy
from 1943-1946 was
also honoured
at January’s full
Council meeting
and was invited to
tea with the Mayor
of Knowsley, Cllr Jackie
Harris. You can read
George’s full story on
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Tree planting, a switch to renewable energy and more recycling will
be among the hallmarks of an environmental action plan in Knowsley,
after the borough declared a Climate Change Emergency last month.
Councillors pledged to take action to reduce the authority’s carbon emissions
to ‘net zero’ by 2040, and now the council will lead the charge to help its
communities do their bit too.
As part of the pledge, a School Climate Change Summit was held following
the declaration at All Saints Catholic High in Kirkby. Pupils and teachers from
schools across the borough attended to find out how they can play their part.
Pupils from All Saints gave an inspirational address about the work they are
already doing in school, while Cllr Shelley Powell and Cllr Margaret Harvey
also addressed the summit to talk about the climate emergency and what
it means for Knowsley. Pupils went away from the event full of ideas and
inspiration to take back to their classrooms.
The quality of teaching
and learning in Knowsley’s
primary schools has been
further endorsed by Ofsted as
two more schools across the
borough have received positive
judgements. This brings the
total to seven schools receiving
positive judgements over the
last six months.
Knowsley Central School in Huyton
has retained its ‘Outstanding’
judgement, with inspectors
concluding that pupils benefit
from an exceptional standard
of education at the school, with
parents and carers referring to the
school as being ‘life-changing’.

Cllr Shelley Powell, Cabinet Member for Communities and
Neighbourhoods, said,
It is really important that our young people are completely engaged and
involved in how we tackle the climate emergency as their generation will have
a key role to play.
There is such a strong willingness to take action and make a difference, and
with that on our side, we can work together to meet our ambitious target.
Find out more on social media by searching #KnowsleyActsOnClimate or visit
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Millbrook Community Primary
School in Kirkby has maintained its
‘Good’ judgement with inspectors
noting that teachers have high
expectations and pupils are well
prepared for the next stage of
their education as they move from
primary to secondary school.
You can read more about the
inspection outcomes on
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

www.knowsleynews.co.uk

From 27 April – 11 July 2020, visitors can see work by
world-famous artists for free at Kirkby Gallery.
Works by some of the art world’s most recognisable names will be on display,
creating a ‘must-see’ experience.
On display is Hélène Rouart in her Father's Study, 1886 a large oil painting
by Degas, and a masterpiece from London’s National Gallery’s collection.
Alongside this is a touring exhibition from Oxford’s Ashmolean Museum.
The Making an Impression exhibition includes prints by Manet, Pissarro and
their contemporaries including Cézanne, Monet, and Renoir.
Residents are invited to come along and see these renowned works for
themselves. Furthermore schools in Knowsley are being invited to loan Kirkby
Gallery’s newest educational resources inspired by the exhibition - The BIG
artists book on … Impressionism. These larger-than-life books come complete
with materials enabling schools to have everything they need on site and
encourage creative living beyond the gallery.
Hilaire-Germain-Edgar Degas. Hélène Rouart in her
Father’s Study. © The National Gallery, London.

It’s not to be missed!

The Friends of Court Hey Park has secured £19,000 from the council’s
Community Grant Fund to invest in CCTV and additional security
measures at the site.
Community groups and volunteers
are bringing the former Wildflower
Centre space back into use,
including growing projects, as well
as running a number of events for
families to raise the profile of the
work taking place at the park.
This includes a programme of Easter
activities – you can find out more at
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

A programme of major works at Bowring Park,
Huyton has now been completed. The park has
benefited from extensive renovations resulting in
£3.7m of investment to repair, renovate and restore
key infrastructure and heritage areas of the site.
Work is progressing on securing a managing agent
to help to secure the future success and sustainability
of the park, ensuring it is a ‘place for all’ with a
multi-functioning recreational space that the
community can utilise to improve their own health
and wellbeing.
You can keep up with progress on
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

If you’re getting your garden ready
for spring, remember the green waste
(blue bin) collection service started
up again earlier this month (from
2 March). As blue bin collections are
made on a three-weekly cycle, please
check your online calendar at
www.knowsley.gov.uk for your
collection day.

